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Selinko, Annemarie | Morrow 
DESIREE $4.50 — 


* This was reported on August 15th- P. 513- as a Dark Horse. Now- with 
Literary Guild selection as impetus, it justifiably can be considered a Must Book... 
-.-"A fresh and new-- for most readers- panel in the Napoleonic saga, through what pur- 
ports to be the diary of Napoleon's first sweetheart, Eugenie Desiree Clary, daugh- 
ter of a Marseilles silk merchant, and to the end of his life a recurrent influence 
at vital crises in his meteoric career. One sees him- through her eyes- as the little 
general, a penniless Corsican with an unshakeable faith in his star of destiny, an ego 
offset by rare charm. Then- as the man she loved, who found alliance with the glam- 
orous Josephine more useful to his career. Successively she turned down the offers 
for her hand made at Napoleon's behest- and married, for love, one of his Marshals, 
Bernadotte, ultimately selected as the Crown Prince of Sweden, founder of the present 
ruling line. Desiree was an ardent and loyal little person, with little education in 

& books or manners, and rather stubbornly determined to be wanted for herself alone, in 
whichever court her presence was demanded. But through her stormy passage in an era 
of history in the making, the reader gets a sense of being on the inside track, in 
events, in mood, in atmosphere, in consciousness of personalities that have taken their 
places in recorded history. Overlong- at times repetitive- but the interest rarely 
lags and the manner of telling keeps one reading even where the pattern of story is a 
familiar one. Already a best seller in Europe, this has the substantial backing of an 
enthusiastic publisher here. Don't miss." 


Slow Start of a New Year 


With the majority of the titles here reported dating in January, the page turns. on 
1952, @ poor year for fiction, though reasonably good for non-fiction. These January 
titles do not, so far, give much hope of a radical change. A name or so- for pre- 
dictable market, but no particular acclaim- Niven Busch, for example, V. Sackville- 
West; a new John Masters for the adventure field, and a reissue of a Graham Greene. 


See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
December 15 


/ Moore, Frances Sarah Avalon 
OBBLIGATO $2.50 


Not quite all the ills that flesh is heir to - but a full quiver of troubles 
. ) for the marriage of Katie and Sam - and all their friends. The shrinking dollar keeps 
Katie at work and Sam's pride wilts under that insult to his masculinity. There are 
afflictions among their relatives as well as their friends all of which help to open 
Sam and Katie's eyes and pregnancy for Katie solves everything. Soap opera in Canada 
isn't much different than in the states. 
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December 15 


Avalon 


Sargent, Joan 
CRIME AND MISS OLIVIA $2.50 


Tart Miss Olivia presiding over and interfering in some romantic situations in 
Witherspoon, Georgia, proves once again an unconquerable force. Her benevolent despot- 
ism centers on Tom, her great nephew, who returns from Korea- on his back-to the 
(s)mothering of Gwen which is more likely to kill than cure. Miss Olivia uses the wead- 
ing she has arranged as a cover for Tom's kidnapping- on a stretcher, has the girl he 
loves in attendance as a nurse, and arouses his anger sufficiently to put him back on his 
feet and in the arms of Kelly Dare... Home style. 


Park, Ruth Houghton, Mifflin-$1.50 
THE WITCH'S THORN Ballantine - $.35 


The illegitimate child - in New Zealand - in a sometimes tender, always un- 
blushing, often funny combination of people and incidents. Bethell suffers the tribul- 
lations of gossip and scandal, the rejection of her proper relatives, the warm love of 
another aunt, the town's bad woman, and friendliness and understanding from the native 
Maoris - not to mention the militant championship of the priest. Confusing but provoca- 
tive, Bethell's football life - with her respectable aunt (and a not-so respectable son), 
with an uncle by marriage at his hotel with Bruna and Sieglinde, with escapes to the 
comforting and comfortable Maori home of George Wi, then in the disgraceful Grace's 
house and eleven frowned-on playmates - ends up in the furious terror of living with her 
father and his venomously hating wife. And there George Wi, crashing yet another scan- 
dal into the town's lascivious maw, comes to claim her as his daughter - and save her 
from the brutalizing that would destroy her, and to send her own father to self-destruc- © 
tion. There's an unblinking realization of the rough and tumble of bare subsistence, 
of the good in the bad and the worst in the best of us that gives this a raw insis- 
tence which may repel or attract. 


December~30 J \2 


Busch, Niven Simon & Schuster 60 
7 THE HATE MERCHANT $3.50 4 


A grim reproduction of a hate monger, which follows his virulent rise to power 
in loathsome and lascivious detail. Gaspar D. Splane, who had served briefly under the 
Senator (Huey Long), a shill and deadbeat, wanders across the country to Los Angeles 
where he attaches himself to Ma Kinderwall, an evangelist, as a promoter- and attaches a 
Reverend to his own name. Ma's distrust- and at times distaste- for Splane is balanced ' 
off by a certain attraction- and the money he brings in. But before long Splane uses 
the position he has acquired to deliver a rabble rousing address with which he achieves 
national notoriety and the backing of an industrialist. The violence he spews stirs up 
a race riot in the midwest; he escapes - just barely- with his life, and accepts the 
only alternative open to him- an offer to go to South America... A foul- and often 
foul-mouthed life drawing, with only the virtue of verisimilitude. 


January 2 


Shannon, Frank Morrow 
ONCE AROUND THE PARK $3.0 @ 


Fun and frolics in a latter-day Arabian Nights - if you are in the mood. The 
cliff-hanging method for the adventures of Ali Baba Bates is used as taxi driver Joe 
tells parts of the story when he drives Professor Guileless here and there around New 
York City. The day's episodes are mulled over by Guileless' fellow academicians at 
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night, with romantic languages and science moderated by the Bible. Joe saw the rope 
trick in India, Bates pursued it and they were hot with trouble as Sherry Zarty's 
father, Harry L. Raschid, steps in. Back in New York, Bates puts the rope trick to 
work, to earn money to return for Sherry, but she turns up ready for marriage. Her 
father's curse literally keeps Bates up in the air and threatens the possibility of 
a wedding, but Bates is towed to the altar and a honeymoon is worked out. A baby 
brings daddy around. Not 99 44/100 pure - but tres gai. 


January 5 


Grierson, Edward Knopf 
REPUTATION FOR A SONG $3.50 


A dossier which reviews with rather drab precision the "small hatreds, small 
jealousies, small desires. .Small motives.....and the sum of them was the killing of a 
man", For Rupert Anderson, eighteen, who is brought to book for the killing of his 
father, Robert, is guilty of the act but innocent insofar as he is the victim of his 
mother's influence and the whole dismal drama of family discord which preceded the 
murder. And Laura Anderson, cold, sharp, spiteful, infuriated by her inability to 
drive-or down- the mild little man she had married, is the fury who plays off her 
son- by another man- against his supposed father, who alienates the young clergyman 
deliberating marriage to her daughter, and who- in the final admission that Rupert 
is not his son- forces Robert to leave home......A close, tenaciously observed study 
in hostility which draws its drama from the impending verdict of the jury and the 
reader. 


Ferguson, Ruby Little, Brown 
APRICOT SKY $3.08 SU 


A bit of sparkling highland dew for those definitely lighter moments centers 
around the MacAlveys, their daughters and assorted relatives and friends. Raine is en- 
gaged, Cleo returns from America, and the grandchildren indulge their passion for sail- 
ing against all adult restrictions. While Raine's romance rockets through Ian's old 
home and her family's overflowing house, Cleo yearns after his brother, Neil, the laird 
of Larrich, hopelessly, hopefully, despairingly and optimistically. The glamorous Inga 
Duthie is apparently an unbeatable competitor; English cousins and a convalescent 
friend arrive to add to the confusion; and it is at Raine's wedding that Cleo gets her 
innings when Neil declares himself. An utter drenching of scenery, small talk and 
Scotland that combines a D. M. Stevenson with a Thirkell and comes out with a bright 
tartan and fling. 


Masters, John Viking 
THE LOTUS AND THE WIND $3.00 


In a sense, a sequel to Nightrunners of Bengalas Robin Savage, the son of 
Rodney Savage, continues the tradition of the British officer in India and follows 
in the footsteps of the father he hates. For Robin's nature is both dualistic and 
driven, and his search for the “truth”- on a metaphysical level- takes him across 
some 3000 miles of “desert, pamir, mountain and steppe” as he trails a Russian agent, 
Muralev, in whom he senses a strange, spiritual solidarity. It also separates him 
from Anne Hildreth, whom he loves if perhaps not equally, and who marries him in the 
face of his indecision as well as general suspicion when he is misjudged a coward. 
But it is finally Muralev who sends him back to Anne- if only for a time- and it is 
Anne who recognizes that he must be free- if their love is to survive......An adven- 
ture tale- of sorts- which is played out on two iia to which the mystique of the 
east lends an aura only dubiously pukka. 
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January 6 


Karmel, llona ‘Howghton, Mifflin jg 
STEPHANIA $3.50 


A searching study of illness - if a cheerless one- in which the three patients 
in room number Five, Ward Two, in the Institute for the Handicapped in Stockholm provide 
a bitter and realistic indictment of society- without the congested symbolism of Thomas 
Mann's Magic Mountain. The three bedridden protagonists are Stephania who has become a 
hunchback through a spine injury, sixteen year old Thura who is a polio case- completely 
paralyzed but for the use of her right arm, and Froken Nilsson whose fractured leg will 
not heal. In a rather muscular prose, the author manages to convey the personal tragedy 
of handicapped lives which widens its circle of compassion through Stephania, an embitt- 
ered Jewess, who had been victimized in the ghettoes of Poland and concentration camps. 
She is put into a cast in the hope that her crooked back can be sufficiently straighten- 
ed so that it is operable- but the treatment is a failure..... The deep monotone of suf- 
fering here restricts the possible audience- over and above those who like to talk about 


other people's operations. 
January 6 2|> 


Sackville-West, V. Doubleday 
THE EASTER PARTY $3.00 


The fortuitous circumstance of an Easter week-end house party, brings together 
under Anstey's gracious roof a number of people who should have been close to each other:- 
Sir Walter and Rose, his wife, who for years had allowed a deliberately contrived marriage 
to cloak its emptiness; Rose's dowdy sister Lucy; her husband who rarely spoke in his © 
brother-in-law's presence; their son, Robin, lately returned from foreign service; Walter's 
doctor brother, Gilbert, who knows more than he confesses of the hollowness of his brother's 
life; Juliet Quarles, whose frivolous amorality cloaks fear and hunger - and the servants- 
and the Alsatian Svend, the one creature Walter really loves. Through a slight pattern of 
plot, climaxing in a fire - through rather artificial confidences and philosophical solilo- 
quies, rather than through actual effect of individual on individual, one gets surface 
impressions of several lives, without really digging very deep. And the shock techniques 
Dr. Gilbert uses to bring Walter to his senses, seem abortive- and of questionable value. 
Competent but shallow; it will ride on the author's name, but not far. 


Wells, Evelyn Doubleday a 
THE GENTLE KINGDOM OF GIACOMO $3,008 5 


The flower-growing regions south of San Francisco are the backdrop for the story 
of Giacomo Daneri who had come from Italy to rise to expert orchidist and famous nursery- 
man and who in his 75th year knew heartbreak through his family and his flowers. His two 
sons dead, his daughter married to a banker of New England restraint, Giacomo's hopes were 
for his granddaughter, Tosca, but his empire only indulged her whims and shamed her before 
socialite playboy, Mark Cantrell. And from within his greenhouses Giacomo was threatened 
by Stoob, his lily master, whose vicious resentment of Giacomo's love for orchids resulted 
in his forcing his daughter, Ludmilla, to drive out Eric, who was Giacomo's choice for a 
son-in-law. The general strike of 1934, Tosca's engagement to Mark and Ludmilla's wanton 
destruction of the greenhouses write an end to Giacomo's life and return Tosca to the 
flowers and Eric. There is knowledgeable detail of a local industry here and the facts 
of flower breeding have their own fascination - but conscientiousness is not necessarily 
compelling, nor yet enough. @ 











r 
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January 9 

Greene, Graham Viking 

THE SHIPWRECKED $3.00 


A republication of an early novel which appeared in 1935 under the title 
England Made Me, and which was not widely read at that time. And it is doubtful whether 
it would be widely read today were it not for the name which is now a passe partout to 
the popular public. For while there is something of the style, the now acerb- now 
compassionate sense of human frailty which Greene later developed, there is certainly 
none of the philosophic purpose of his later books, or the narrative intensity of what 
he was to term his "entertainments". The situation here which is set up, and only 
fitfully pursued, concerns three people whose precarious pasts have brought them to a 
point of diminishing returns as youth fades with no indemnity of security- or content. 
For Kate Farrant, who becomes the secretary and mistress of Krogh, a Swedish industrial- 
ist, there is only the satisfaction of material comfort to offset her singlehearted 
affection for Tony, her twin, a living example of the past she'd escaped. For Tony, 
with his accomodating charm and easy plausibility, there is only a succession of frau- 
dulent jobs and easy women. And for Krogh, a symbol of the power he has created rather 
than a man, there is a life lived out in public gestures and private defeat.... A pro- 
vocative, occasionally speculative portrayal of marginal lives- to which disenchantment 
lends its finality. . 
January 12 i 
Han Suyin | Little, Brown- A.M.P. 

A MANY SPLENDORED THING é $3.75 

Frankly a disappointment to those who will remember the author's powerful 
Destination Chungking. There is, again, the ability to translate the reader to the scene 
of action- Hong Kong in 1949-50; to interpret the mood, the surface brilliance of the 
life, where the upper crust spends lavishly, the refugees swarm, penniless and hungry- 
and talk is bandied about in superficial effort to keep two divergent philosophies in 
balance. But against this background there is little that really cuts deep, despite 
long passages of rather pretentious reasoning. The story is a romantic one, over sen- 
timentalized, the love between Han Suyin, Eurasian, more closely linked with her Chinese 
family than her French, and an English correspondent, whose wife refuses him freedom. 
And the ending a drastic and violent one. The best part of the story is the brief 
interlude of a return to The Family in Chungking. Publication date has just been 


changed to November 20. 
Janyafy?? " 


Kennelly, Ardyth Houghton, Mifflin 
GOOD MORNING, YOUNG LADY $3.50 


Dorney Leaf at 15 lived chiefly in a dream world, for the real world of her 
waking hours was pretty drab. Motherless, unwanted, she was shunted from one member 
of the family to another, and when our story gets under way, she is living with the 
sister who had little use for her, and trying to get over her disappointment in the 
unfriendliness of her sister's daughter, Crystal, and the shock of finding that the 
other daughter, Jetta, is subnormal. Salt Lake City seems big and unforbidding- and 
only in the illusions she sustains about "the Queen", her employer, Mrs. Morelewski, 
and her dream hero, the bandit, Butch Cassidy, does life have any color. Butch had 
taken his place in her imagination through stories told of him by her old friend and 
neighbor in Wyoming; she never dreamed she'd meet him in the flesh, or that he would 
actually fall in love with her. But meantime there had been Mr. Morelewski's professor 
nephew, and the books he loaned her which opened new horizons, and her meeting with 
Butch, while it seemed a dream fulfilment, had elements of unreality, confusion. The 
climax - the seeming desertion- leaves Dorney ready, alone and waiting, her dreams 
gone, only the reality of Teige Desmond left... Sub plots break the pattern of the 
main story, slow its action. A book that falls between Peaceable Kingdom and The 
Spur in quality and appeal. 
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January ?? 


Karig, Walter Rinehart w® 
NEELY $3.50 





A decade of a boy's life mirrors the conflicts, the emotional markers, the per- 
sonal decisions and judgments and the eventual revolt that takes Stanfield Bright into 
adulthood. The only son of the author, Aurora Stanfield Bright, popular first in maga- 
zines and later a good moving picture property, Stanfield is beset by loneliness, by 
questions about his father, which are never answered, and by his mother's implacable 
possessiveness and FFV heritage. His teddy bear turns into his imaginary playmate - 
Neely - who does everything Stanfield cannot do, voices the hidden dreams and desires 
of the little boy's heart and comforts him through all the rough and inconsolable moments. 
When his mother burns Neely after the measles, it is a Sealyham who fills his needs until 
his death leaves Stanfield without a refuge. His mother's marriage to a moving picture 
producer - plus a bad session in math and a doubtful interlude with a girl - drive him 
out of school and into the Navy. There the comforting of Flora Belle, with her sad 
little history, offers him another escape and his mother, to his surprise, takes the 
marriage in her stride, envelops them both with her plans. No Catcher In The Rye, 
still this presents a warm picture of an enforced solitary, of a hothouse imagination 
which acts as a buffer for reality. 


G- Men, He-Men, Super—Men 


December 1 


Moore, C.L. Gnome 
JUDGMENT NIGHT $3.50 r 


These five SF tales have more of a literary background than most of their 
brethren and make up a collection whose appeal is for the solid follower rather than 
the casual reader. There's the decision not to let humans continue their supremacy; 
the western formula is applied to wild blue yonder doings; a life is turned back and 
the time line retrogresses along Faustian lines; there is the clash between men and 
machines. Planetaria and palaces background action and imagination. 


December } 


MacDonald, Philip Doubleday 
SOMETHING TO HIDE $2.50 


* Four short and two long-short stories take care of sudden death in sharp plotting 
and smooth narration. Whether it is a charlatan who twists circumstances to fatten his 
wallet or Col. Gethryn of British Intelligence ferreting out a series of women's murders, 
or a husband who plots his wife's death to look like attempts on his own, or a killer pro- 
tected by more killings or a cop helped by fate in apprehending a child-slayer - they all 
rank high in interest and adept crime handling. Crime Club. 


Stein, Aaron Marc Doubleday 
THE DEAD THING IN THE POOL $2.50 - 


Down Mexico way, where Tim Mulligan and Elsie Mae dig their way through a case 
which begins with the body in the pool of a Hollywood actress and the “completely knocked 
down" people she know, leads to a pelota game which is out for blood, and ends with the @ 
evidence of narcotics addiction and transmission. And for those that have formed this 
habit- it's again a workmanlike performance. 
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December 15 










Avalon 
GUNFIGHTERS PAY $2.50 





Hopson, William 







When Giles Edmond rides into Oak Bend Texas, looking for his stolen horses 
and for Bert Laffert, an acquaintance with political ambitions and little scruples, 
he finds guns cocked at him from every angle. As brand inspector he fights the big 
bad men in behalf of himself and the little holders, winning on the way plenty of 
hate, but in the end triumphant, and with the most beautiful gal in town his. Good 
pace, sufficient complications, and plenty of braces. 

























December 15 


Russell, Eric Frank Bouregy & Curl. 
SENTINELS FROM SPACE er oe 
A,/] 8 
The conflict between the worlds of Venus, Mars and the earth, some ten 
strains of mutants with various mental aptitudes as well as physical powers, and lots 
of gimmicks and gadgets amplify the feats of Raven (a superb telepath), representa- 
tive of the World Council. His odyssey of danger, in which he attempts to keep the 
peace and crush subversive characters in each world, also marks the progress of homo 
sapiens to homo superior... A rather strenuous leap into the sweet by and by. 


December 29 


O'Farrell, William ps Doubleday 
WALK THE DARK BRIDGE $2.50 
e Italian imported trouble, as the Mafia lowers over the lives of Ricci Bonelli 


and his trusting Andrea. For Andrea, who did not know of Ricci's many betrayals, at- 
tempts to cover for him when he kills a man in her apartment, and while she saves him 
from the police- it is the Organization which settles the account.... Porous plot, but 
a smooth complexion. (Crime Club) 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
ALWAYS ASK A POLICEMAN $2.50 


Queer, destitute Miss Dysart, a new tenant in a shabby London lodging house, 
connects up with Cosmo Almond, a prominent barrister, in a case which starts with 
biblical threats and ends in a disappearance and a double murder. Ominpresent Mr. 
Horace, crime reporter of the Daily Snapshot, and omniscient Gidleigh of the Yard com- 
bine their talents for a foregone conclusion. Good humored. 


January 2 


Chase, James Hadley Dutton 
THE DOUBLE SHUFFLE $2.50 


A problem in identity and indemnity for Steve Harmas, insurance investigator, 
ig when Susan Gilbert, worth a million in policies, offers a blueprint for murder and her 
twin sister, Corrine, provides the possibility of impersonation. Susan's predicted, 
premeditated murder, the kidnapping of a Hollywood star, and several affiliated killings 
2 keep this busy- to a point of congestion.....Shyster smart. 
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January 2 


Lehman, Paul Evan Dutton 
FIGHTIN' SONS OF TEXAS $2.50 ed ' 


Up from Texas to claim the land he has homesteaded, Ken Rex heads right into 
trouble as Buffalo Basin's Midas, Skell, determines to move him off - and out. Managing 
to escape all traps, seconded by his loyal gang, and winning the sympathy of Skell's 
"niece", Ken is the means of wrecking Skell's plan to evict all the ranchers and also of 
restoring the girl's rightful inheritance. A rough ride to a happy ending. Boyish. 


WL 
pee Margaret & Morrow rit 


Harris, John THE MEDICINE WHIP $3.00 


The last haul of Whip Bradon, a freight contractor, through the Dakota territory, 
attracts not only the constant threat of hostile Indians but provides a chronic irritation- 
for Bradon- in Major Chard, who heads the military escort and shares the interest of pretty 
Tracy- on a visit to her aunt. Bradon defies Chard's orders, shows up his spit and polish 
judgment with his more seasoned experience, and in the end it is his sanguine courage which 
averts an Indian massacre and kills an enemy chief. An old trail, but a new coat of war- 


paint- and spirited. 


January 5 
Tyre, Nedra Knopf 
DEATH OF AN INTRUDER $2.50 


Little Miss Allison's happiness in her dream home is wrecked by Miss Withers - 
Miss Withers who cannot be persuaded to leave and whose blighting qualities drive Miss 
Allison to plot her murder. For Miss Withers takes over the cooking and marketing, drives 
away Miss Allison's one friend, blocks out her one chance at romance and is the cause of 
her approaching unemployment. Murder doesn't come easily - but it is done with no compunc- 
tion. Miss Allison is forced however to find freedom another way. A tight, literate pic- 
ture. 


January 7 
Creasey, John Harper 
THE CREEPERS $2.50 


London's C.I.D., more determined than deliberate, in an angry investigation by 
Roger West of the criminal activities of Lobo- and his creepers- which develop from or- 
ganized theft to organized murder. From the victimization of his wife, to the attacks 
against his own men- as well as himself, West traces his unknown opponent to a household 
where drugs and the pursuit of wanton excitement blur the identity of the killer... 
Nonstop rather than nonplus. 


Evans, Evan Harper 
OUTLAW VALLEY $2.50 


A story of a horse and of the men - who won his loyalty or his distrust. The 
mute, who came to be known as Shannon, saved Sky Pilot's life and lost him to the braggart 
outlaw, Terry Shawn, and he in turn built his life around the horse, determined when he 
lost him, to win again the great animal's trust. And, with The Girl, it is through Shannon 
once more, that Sky Pilot becomes his own and freedom from the law becomes possible. Vide 
Zane Grey. 
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22k 
January & 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES $7.50 ~ 


Two volume standard edition - newly issued, with a preface by Christopher 
Morley, of the Baker Street Irregulars. (And other claims to fame). There will be 
a limited number, autographed, at $25. Not skywriting, but a number of sheets with 
the author's signature have been found and are used herewith. 


January 8 


Edgley, Leslie Doubleday 
THE RUNAWAY PIGEON $2.50 


How Wilfred Piper, a dull little man of set suburhan ways, is the perfect 
pigeon for a diamond fraud'and frame when he is kissed by a blonde and hijacked to 
California. Tagged with a murder he did not commit as well, Wilfred escapes, is 
helped in a cross country car chase by resourceful but unreliable Lila, and he is 
almost a dead bird before he is able to clear himself and clear up the case.... 
Frivolous. 


Ransome, Stephen Doubleday 
THE SHROUD OFF HER BACK $2.50 


A tape recording unrolls Ransome's story of the wounding of Kerry Race, the 
disappearance of her brother's first wife and the incidental influence of his cock- 
fighting. A sleepless account it is too, of the killing of a parakeet, two murders 
and the connection of the Races‘ affairs with the local political situation. The re- 
turn of a lawless neighbor is the payoff for melodrama ani violence. Perturbation 
in Pennsylvania in smooth handling, | 


January Y*” 22 


Armstrong, Charlotte Coward-McCann 
CATCH-AS -CATCH-CAN $2.75 


Dee Allison and her fiance Andy Talbot in a race to find Dee's young cousin 
Laila and get her to a hospital for antitoxin, balked by cousin Clive who sees in 
Laila's death by poison a chance for inheritance. Pretending to help Laila, pretending 
to help in the search for her, Clive's attempts are not successful and it is the ob- 
stacles, the slow line-up of information that keeps the chase tense. Pre-fab but fast. 


January 7? 


O'Rourke, Frank Houghton, Mifflin-$1.50 
THE CONCANNON Ballantine - $.35 


Concannon, special agent for the Grand Northern RR, is called in when a 
fellow dick, on the trail of smuggling, is murdered. Concannon, with fake seals on 
the freights to track down, tours the yards and the rails, the power politics boys and 
the racketeers, passes by the small fry to nab the big ones and smashes alien entry as 
well as commercial smuggling in his clesn sweep. Terse, untender, this is also solid 
with railroad techniques. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Carder, Michael - CIMARRON CROSSING Lessing, Doris - THE GRASS IS SINGING y 
Dawson, Peter - TRAIL BOSS O'Hara, John - THE FARMERS HOTEL 


Echard, Margaret - A MAN WITHOUT FRIENDS Phillips, James Atlee - PAGODA 
Innes, Hammond - THE ANGRY MOUNTAIN Warren, Charles M. - VALLEY OF THE SHADOW 


Giants (Each $.35) 


Cronin, A. J. - GRAND CANARY: THE KEYS Weenolsen, Hebe - THE LAST ENGLISHMAN 
OF THE KINGDOM Zolotow, Maurice- NO PEOPLE LIKE SHOW PEOPLE 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Coxe, George H. - THE FIFTH KEY Herrington, Lee - CARRY MY COFFIN SLOWLY 
Elston, Allan V.- DEADLINE AT DURANGO King-Hall, Magdalen- THE WICKED LADY SKELTON 
Fox, Norman A. - TALL MAN RIDING Murray, Max - GOOD LUCK TO THE CORPSE 
Yates, George Worthing - THE BODY THAT WASN'T UNCLE 
(Each $.35) 
Howe, Helen - THE CIRCLE OF THE DAY Sandoz, Mari - SLOGUM HOUSE 


GARDEN CITY 
Permabooks - ($.35) - Slaughter, Frank G. - BATTLE SURGEON 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY @ 
Mentor ($.35)- Kennan, George F. - AMERICAN DIPLOMACY 
Signet (Each $.25) 


Bottume , Carl - SAILOR'S CHOICE Faulkner, William - THE UNVANQUISHED 
Caldwell & Kirkland - TOBACCO ROAD (Play) Heinlein, Robert A. - THE PUPPET MASTERS 
Ernenwein, Leslie - GUNHAWK HARVEST Marshall, Rosamond - THE TEMPTRESS 
Signet Double ($.50) Signet Giant ($.35) 


Warren, Robert Penn - WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME Bromfield, Louis - POSSESSION 
POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 
Davis, Doris - THE WOMEN OF CHAMPION CITY Healy, R. J.-Hd.- NEW TALES OF SPACE AND TIME 
Dresser, Davis - LYNCH-ROPE LAW Macdonald, J. R. - THE WAY SOME PEOPLE DIE 
Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE LAZY LOVER Schwartz, Irving - FEAR IN THE NIGHT 
Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Dos Passos, John - THE 42nd PARALLEL Hilton, James - MORNING JOURNEY 
Fisher, Vardis - PASSIONS SPIN THE PLOT ~~ Lin Yutang - FAMOUS CHINESE SHORT STORIES 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Gilbert, Edwin - HARD TO GET Packer, Peter - DARK SURRENDER oe 
Irish, William - BLUEBEARD'S SEVENTH WIFE . Radin, Edward D.-HEADLINE CRIMES OF THE YEAR 
Ketchum, Philip - TEXAN ON THE PROD Raine, W. MacL. - RANGE BEYOND THE LAW 


Giants (Each $.35) 
Davies, Rhys - MARIANNE McConnaughey, Susanne - POINT VENUS 
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ONE DARK HORSE 


January 10 


Johnson, Edgar Simon & Schuster 
CHARLES DICKENS 2 vols .$10.00 


January selection as Book of the Month will take the hurdle of the two vol- 
ume length, and the Dickens' revival, theatrewise, will stimulate interest. This was 
reported on P. 586 of the September lst issue for late Fall publication, as follows:- 
"For public libraries, college libraries, and the more than casual biography reader- 
this definitive biography of Charles Dickens includes many of Dickens’ letters which 
have not been previously released for publication. Now, among other things, it seems 
definitely established that Dickens did have a romance with Ellen Lawless Ternan, and 
that this fearless woman was enormously influential in his thinking and writing dur- 
ing the last twelve years of his life. And from letters and diaries, Johnson has ef- 
fected an engrossing, encompassing portrait of the man in relation to his era, in his 
social and political views, and in his writing. It is in particular for the real ef- 
fort to evaluate Dickens in terms of his writing that Johnson should receive his great- 
est critical commendation. Anyone reading this book may see, perhaps more in the round 
than ever before, the mighty, fantastic, pathetic and heroic characters of Dickens' 
works- to be privy to the creative problems that attended the birth of say- a Dombey- 
is a rare experience for anyone interested in the craft of writing.... A biography 
which is not exclusively for scholars, though its length may frighten off the general 
reader who would nonetheless be rewarded by the presence of a character as fabulous 
as any Dickens himself ever created. Illustrated." 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January 5 


Bridge, Ann Knopf 
& Lowndes, Susan THE SELECTIVE TRAVELLER IN PORTUGAL ~ $5.00 


A collector's itemizing of a country, admittedly sometimes awkward to visit, 
turns out to be a definitely seductive travel book. For their personally conducted 
auto tour is a friendly one, as observant of the varieties of flowers as of museums and 
churches, as interested in landscapes as in people, and as instructive about azulejos 
(glazed tiles) and Manueline architecture as roads, distances and lodgings. With a 
briefing of Portuguese history, they cover Lisbon and its environs, the country around 
the Tagus, the Alentejo, Southern Portugal, the Estremadura, Minho, Madeira and the 
Azores, with always an untired eye for the startling and the lovely, and an enquiring 
mind focussed on tradition, local skills and regional characteristics, and are never 
unappreciative of the friendliness and courtesy everywhere. Their course is aimed at 
the patient and sympathetic traveller, who should also be enterprising and quite hardy, 
but it is made to sound most attractive and worthwhile. There is an appendix, biblio- 
graphy, index and a set of sectional maps. Illustrated with photographs. 


Earl, Lawrence Knopf 
THE BATTLE OF BALTINGLASS $3.00 


A delightful story of a village in arms against injustice by the author of 
Yangtse Incident: The Story of H.M.S. Amethyst, who obviously enjoys giving priceless 
events in life their due. With spunk, fortitude, and ingenuity, the 800 residents of 
the little Irish town of Baltinglass fight an appointment of young Mike Farrell by a 
Minister who had no regard for the tradition or efficiency of the Cookes in the office 
of sub postmistress, and less for the fact that Helen Cooke and her old Aunt Katie had 
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no other means of support while Mike did. Before justice is done, a coalition government 
there has been picketing, sabotage, auditory attack throughout Ireland by air, 


has fallen; 

furor in the Dail, and a meeting of minds among the common folk and the aristocracy. Told 

with sober consideration, and first published in England. Illustrated. aS 
January 6 


Houghton, Mifflin x0 . 


Whiting, Emma Mayhew & 
Hough, Henry Beetle $3 90 3 
WHALING WIVES 


To those whose knowledge of whaling comes from Moby Dick, these accounts of the 
more domestic side of this perilous craft will come as something of a surprise. However, 
except for those who have a special interest in the subject, the diligent recounting of 
sO many voyages may prove palling. Whaling wives were often at sea for two or three years 
living with husbands and children in space so confining that the good wife could seldom 
find room to take her small organ for Sunday hymns. The dangers of being ice-locked for 
months on end, or running low on water miles from any port, to say nothing of occasional 
mutinies and head-on collisions seemed less trying to the intrepid wives who journeyed 
with their husbands than the curious state of whaling-widowhood to which they were sub- 
jected if they stayed at home. This is its best when tangy excerpts from contemporary 
diaries and ships' logs break the monotony of earnest third-person re-telling. A portrait 
gallery of long unsung heroines -- and "thar she blows" for the American minded, and those 


many followers of Vineyard annals. 
January 7 


Harper 


Hall, Caivin S. 
THE MEANING OF DREAMS $3.00” @ 





Based on the study of hundreds of cases and dreams, this is an attempt to show 
what normal people dream about based on a new technique- the "dream series method"- which 
supplies a cumulative significance. The evidence here indicates that there are common 
settings, characters, actions and emotions reflected- as well as certain types of fears 
and conflicts. Mr. Hall, who is not only non but anti-Freudian, analyzes certain pre- 
dominant patterns; sex dreams and dreams of aggression; the human triangle relationship; 
freedom versus security, moral conscience and guilt, life and death, etc.... And there's 
no kitchen scullery superstition, or on the other hand, medical mumbo jumbo, for what is 
essentially a straightforward explanation of subterranean personality indications. 


Ross, Ishbel Harper ev 
PROUD KATE $3 Y 


Kate Chase, daughter of Salmon Chase, was the spark plug in his meteoric career, 
a career which brought him several times to the verge of presidential nominee, that achieved 
a cabinet post, as Secretary of the Treasury, during the Civil War, then as Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court. But Kate, as well as her father, was never satisfied; their goal 
the White House, ever elusive. Kate from childhood on was destined for social leadership, 
a role that cost her friendships and brought her enmities, notably that of Mary Todd — 
Lincoln. Her story is told against a minutely detailed period portrait, with the social 
amenities, the festivities that went on even during grim years of war, the clothes, the 
entertainments, and the giants of the day in human guise. One gets something of the is- 
sues, the conflicts within the government - but it doesn't cut very deep. The last part 
of Kate's life, her hopes destroyed, her marriage to Senator Sprague in ruin, her reputa- >} 
tion, scarred by an unsavory divorce in years when any divorce was stigma, her finances 
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in dissolution, is less glamorous reading, but rounds out a spectacular career. While 
less absorbing than Hollister Noble's Woman with a Sword, this has something of that 
appeal. Fictionalized biography, competently handled, and portraying a fresh, unhack- 


neyed figure. 
January 7 VA 


Harper 


van Druten, John 
PLAYWRIGHT AT WORK $3.00 

From his 25 years of writing and directing, van Druten explores his knowledge 
and beliefs of the art of playwriting for the benefit of would-be fellow craftsmen. It 
is no textbook he offers here nor is it a blueprint to success but it is a reminiscent, 
conversational account of his trials ani errors, analysis of other plays, and a contem- 
plation of currently new trends (the play of mood) in theater. He discusses plotting, 
ideas, construction, scenery, characters, dialog, audience interest, etc., all their 
mechanisms and the carpentry of the play; he follows the development of ideas and char- 
acter and the means of making them believable and, at the same time, of dramatic inte- 
grity; he criticizes or commends points under discussion in Young Woodley, Bell Book and 
Candle, The Voice cf the Turtle,J Remember Mama and other of his own plays. It is in- 
teresting as well as informative reading for the student as well as the assiduous thea- 
ter-goer. Illustrated. 


Polatin, Phillip & Lippincott 
Philtine, Ellen Cc. THE WELL- ADJUSTED PERSONALITY $3.95 


Report repeated from page 539 of the August 15th issue of the bulletin- as 
follows: “A psychiatrist, and a professor of psychiatry, of considerable standing in 
the field, have collaborated in a volume of ‘preventive psychiatry’ which begins in the 
home and which derives from a self-understanding which will enable you to reconcile out- 
side pressures with your own capacities. This is an analysis of the common problems at 
the various levels of development and experience; from the college student who faces the 
dilemma of physical maturity and economic dependence, to professional and marital adjust- 
ments, parenthood- its emotional eugenics and its rights as well as responsibilities, - 
change of life, and the advanced years with the factors of diminished usefulness and 
expanded leisure. The approach to- and appraisal of- personality patterns and problems 
which can be adjusted to situation and environment reflects no easy optimisms but a 
real understanding of common conflicts. Self-help, which is self-knowledge, at a level 
which is available to the general reader without recourse to popular panaceas.”" 


January 8 


von Guttenberg, Elisabeth Duell, Sloan & Pearce z 
HOLDING THE STIRRUP $3.50 75 


The fragrant charm of womanly sentiment and spiritual devotion pervades this 
memoir of a German aristocrat, widow of Enoch von Guttenberg, who attempted to set up 
a Bavarian monarchy in face of the Hitler threat; she was a relative of Claus Stauffen- 
ber, who attempted to assassinate Hitler through the resistance movement. Her story is 
highly personal, and she dwells openly on her long, deep romance with her husband and 
on the estates where they lived, on her family and her friend Resl Neumann, a peasant 
girl who had received the stigmata and whose contact made Elisabeth find a firmer, 
broader faith. The book receives a transfusion of greater intensity and interest when 
the author describes the war years, the attempts to resist Hitler and to fight for a 
holy rather than an unnoly Germany, and the great losses the country and especially this 
leading anti-Nazi grovp incurred. Devotion and devoutness mark this especially for 


Catholic women. 
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January 9 


Herzog, Maurice Dutton 
ANNAPURNA $5.00 @ 


This will be sure-fire for the mountain climbing fraternity, though readers who 
have only a borderline interest in such matters may find it a little strenuous and dull 
by turns. Written by the leader of the French Himalayan Expedition which scaled Annapurna, 
one of the most perilous of the high Himalayas, it is a day by day account of how the climb 
was made. Included are detailed maps of the area and well-considered technical tips on a 
variety of technical subjects from the best type of equipment to the most favorable ways 
to manoeuvre a difficult ascent. The book's more gruesome aspects concern the various 
amputations which had to be performed on the toes and fingers of the author and another 
member of the expedition under the most primitive conditions. Lacking in humor and charm, 
and not really ever reaching a suspenseful peak for the lay reader -- not even when two 
of the expedition's members reach the 26,493 foot altitude -- this is nonetheless a read- 
able authentic account of a history-making climb. 


Macmillan 


Cousins, Norman 
WHO SPEAKS FOR MAN $3.50 
This is an argument for the cause of man, a plea for freedom to speak for him- 
self in the cause of constructive peace, freedom to make the world safe for diversity, 
freedom to create a government of the whole. In marshalling his facts to support his 
thesis Cousins has drawn on a wide range of experience in recent years, and the process 
of re-education he went through in these experiences. From the Bikini tests to Hiroshima, 
from Germany and an examination of the processes of democratization, of the DP camps, an 
exploration of Berlin and the thinking of youth to the Far East again with all its contra- 
dictions. Among many impressions one he specifically drives home, the vital need that we 
bridge the difficulties of communication and learn to know more about our Asiatic neigh- 
bors, seek a common yardstick, recognizes the likenesses rather than the differences. 
Two important sections of the book defy concentration,- his conferences with Nehru- his 
analysis of the arguments against world government, wherein, he feels, lies hope of real 
peace. Not reading for one sitting, this, but something to be studied and pondered. 





Little, Brown 7 
THE BEST YEARS OF YOUR LIFE ‘41% 3 F $3.00 


A book on retirement- long on enthusiasm and short on the scientific aspects 
of geriatrics. The emphasis, in sprightly Dale Carnegie vein (no, we don't think it has 
that market), is on the importance of point of view, the potentialities of those 20 years 
added to life expectancy, the activities that outstanding examples of successful old age 
have found practicable. The arts- and where to go to participate in thems part time bus- 
iness; hobbies. Pretty superficial as a how-to book; chiefly a pep talk for over sixty. 


Ray, Marie Beynon 


Wolff, Harold G. & Little, Brown 
Wolf, Stewart up $2,00 
HEADACHES, THEIR NATURE AND TREATMENT ip 3{a 4.90 


A brief medical description of headaches, their causes and possible alleviation, 
which points to the conclusion that while the mechanism is known- the source is usually 
psychosomatic. Migraine headaches (on which Dr. Harold Wolff is the outstanding authority), 
headaches from muscle tightness in the head and the neck, and the so called "sinus head- 
ache" are the three most common conditions- and in the first two types personality factors . 
and conflicts are 90% responsible. The therapy here is of course largely psychiatric but 
there is something too about pain killers and specifics for immediate use.... A definite 
if circumscribed market here. 
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January ?? 









Jaeger, Ellsworth Macmillan 
@ WOODSMOKE $2.95 


























Sixth in this author's outdoor books, this concentrates on trail lore and 
skills, crafts and tricks for wilderness living. With a section devoted to Indian 
customs and ways, describing many of their medicines, hunting and living habits, it 
goes on to procedures with fire, ax and saw, the construction of shelters and the 
preparation of camp food and safety first information. There is plenty of good advice 
for the novice and enough brush-up pointers for the experienced. The hints about train- 
ing at home for short and long trips make this useful there as well as on library and 
camp shelves. Illustrated. 


GOOD CHRISTMAS ITEMS AMONG THESE LATE COMERS 


Library of Great Painters Harry Abrams, Inc. , 
PORTFOLIO EDITIONS OF $1.50 each 

Werner -UTRILLO Maritain-ROUAULT 

Lieberman -PICASSO Wechsler-FRENCH IMPRESSIONISTS 


A further addition to the moderate-priced series presented by Abrams (see 
August 15, 1951, p. 478; April 1, 1952, p. 255), generally following the same pro- 
cedure of biographical sketch, sketches throughout the text, and specific comments 
on the tipped-in reproductions, which are good but not consistently exceptional - 
The Utrillo book deals with the artist's life in toto; the Picasso is devoted to the 
earlier Blue and Rose Periods. Maritain's essay on Rouault is essentially the history 
of a man finding his creative self and a harmony, and does not break into commentaries 
on facing reproductions. The French Impressionists' principles and pictures are given 
an airing, with representation and appropriate accompanying comments as to each artist's 
participation inthe movement by Manet, Cezanne, Pissarro, Degas, Renoir, Monet, Sisley, 
Gauguin, Van Gogh, Seurat. (Publ.) 





Durant, John & Bettmann, Otto Barnes 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF AMERICAN SPORTS $10.00 


This for men will have as absorbing an appeal as Women Are Here To Stay, 
in which Agnes Rogers recorded in text and pictures the steps by which women achieved 
their present roles, had for women. For here - from Colonial times to the present- is 
the word-with-picture story of sports in the United States. Five periods provide the 
breaks:- 1607 when the Jamestown colony supplied the first record of sports through 
the Civil War era, to 1870; 1871-1899, the "Gas Lit Era," when football belonged to 
the boys and golf took its place; 1900-1918, when sports became all-embracing, all 
pervasive- and many records were established; the golden age from 1919-1930; and today 
when sports are conceded “for everyone”. A running text, rather than captions for 
pictures, gives this greater reading interest- while the tabloid reader will find it to 
his taste. 


















Hess, 0. & A. Crown 
VIENNESE COOKING $3.00 





A slightly more delicate aroma here- than in Luchow's German Cookbook (P.543), 
this rather complete collection of Austrian dishes- from suppes to sauces demands a 
fairly experienced cook and an expansive purse. Dumplings, egg dishes, meatless dishes, 
one pot meals provide a variation on the more substantial meals which follow through to 
all kinds of pastries, meringues, pancakes, ice creams, etc. A savory collation- for 
finer taste buds rather than budding cooks. 
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Kohl, Marguerite & David McKay 
Young, Frederica THE HOLIDAY BOOK $3.00 





Not to be confused with Zhe Holiday Cook Book by Helen Brown which appeared a 
little earlier this season (P. 493), this is directed at the more enterprising and less ex- 
perienced housewife and mother. The big day is of course Christmas, and there is something 
about its biblical meaning and traditional significance, more about house and table decora- 
tions of all kinds, handmade gifts (knitting directions too), presents the children can 
make, wrapping and packaging, games and stories and quizzes. Recipes for cakes and cookies, 
drinks and special dishes are "as easy and appealing as possible". Other holidays around 
the year have similar, if lesser, coverage, along with suggestions on the observance of 
family days. And it's all homestyled at a simple level. (11/7) 


PREMIER WORLD ATLAS Rand ey 
8.95 


For most practical purposes, this meets almost every demand met by the Cosmopolitan 
World Atlas- and at a substantial saving ($8.95 against $12.50). The main differences are 
here noted (from a confessedly lay angle):- the emphasis is more on the United States, less 
on world factors in space devoted to physical facts and economic factors - 8 pages of clear 
miniature maps showing these factors as against 26 pages of larger, more all-inclusive maps; 
2 pages of tables of United States climatic and economic data as against 10 pages of world 
charts; an index of 135 pages as against an index of 172 pages; 128 maps as against 144. 
Some things are omitted, or included under other headings, as for instance the charts of 
world political information, of discoveries and exploration, and the historical gazeteer. 
But by and large, this Premier World Atlas is excellent value and fine book making. (Publ. ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE, PRICE AND TITLE 





Pzge 

394 - Zhigalova, O.- ACROSS THE GREEN PAST - from 9/1 to 11/17 (Regnery) ®@ 

450 - (J) Corcos, L. - JOEL GETS A HAIRCUT - postponed to mid-November (Abelard) 

488 - Borek, Dr. E.-MAN THE CHEMICAL MACHINE- postponed to 11/17: $3.50 to $3.00 (Columbia U.P.) 

536 - Cochran, R. E. - BE PREPARED! - From $3.75 to $3.50 (Sloane-Morrow ) 

538 - Smuts, J. C. - JAN CHRISTIAN SMUTS - from 10/24 to 11/13 (Morrow) 

540 - Hirsh & Doherty - THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS OF MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL - from 10/27 to 
11/21 (Random House) 

545 - (J) Griffin, G. G. - A MOUSE'S TALE - postponed to mid-November (Abelard) 

565 - NOTE:- Lea, Tom - THE WONDERFUL COUNTRY is December Literary Guild. See Calendar. 

(Little, Brown) 

587 - Harlan, M.E.- FIRST STEPS IN A GROWN-UP WORLD-postponed to mid-November (Abelard) 

590 - Dent, Al- /d. - BERNARD SHAW AND MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL- from 11/7 to 11/10 (Knopf) 

591 - Amory, C.:'- THE LAST RESORTS - $4.00 to $5.00 (Harper) 

594 - Randolph, V.- WHO BLOWED UP THE CHURCH HOUSE- from $4.00 to $3.50. Definite date 

11/12 (Columbia University Press) 

606 - (J) Hylander, C. J. - TREES AND TRAILS - postponed to 2/22/53 (Macmillan) 

625 - Grew, J. C. - TURBULENT ERA - definite date 11/17 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

626 - King & Whitehill - FLEET ADMIRAL KING - from 11/12 to 11/21 (Norton) 

667 - Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE GRINNING GORILLA - definite date 11/19 (Morrow ) 

669 -Mentor - NEW WORLD WRITING - from $.35 to $.50 (New American Library) 


672 - Smith, C. - WORLDS OF MUSIC - from 11/12 to 1/7/53 (Lippincott) 

674 - Mayer, A. - MERELY COLOSSAL - from 12/5 to 1/22/53 (Simon & Schuster) 
681 - (J) Merwin, D. - RAFFERTY RED - postponed to mid-November (Abelard) 
696 - Dedijer, V. - TITO SPEAKS - from 12/29 to 1/72/53 (Simon & Schuster) 








